GROUP ONE

SMALL STATE AFFILIATES

PAID MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:

Because of an Educator billboard sample
Because of an Educator landing page

Because of an Educator programmatic ad sample
Because of an Educator video sample

Idaho Education Association

DESIGN-GRAPHIC ELEMENTS

Award of Excellence:
HSTA Unveils New Double-Hulled Canoe Logo
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

DIGITAL-ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

Award of Excellence:

Member Matters email newsletter - 1
Member Matters email newsletter - 2
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

DIGITAL-PODCAST

Award of Excellence:
IEA Reporter Podcast
Idaho Education Association

DIGITAL-SOCIAL MEDIA USE & STRATEGY

Award of Excellence:
HSTA Instagram Page
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

Award of Distinction:
2025 Legislative Session
Idaho Education Association

EXTERNAL VIDEO


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ktlsun2ma5j75litsm8g9/IEA-Poster-Billboard-V2-Debbie.pdf?rlkey=ri23hoh4na8go4rl1gr6ge8ur&st=pl8uhx4d&dl=0
https://idahoea.org/share/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xotdbpvolk5ctroitaopt/IEA-LinkedIN-Because-Educator-V2.jpg?rlkey=i6mf67xjpdidzcevql2a88wsd&st=bbd0xlc9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4f792r022374vyjrrn66u/anthony_doerr_because_of_an_educator_full_video_1-1080p.mp4?rlkey=qi0h73yklliicakjok2myvaw4&st=r2qofp6q&dl=0
https://www.hsta.org/news/recent-stories/hsta-unveils-new-double-hulled-canoe-logo/
https://mailchi.mp/hsta/member-matters-1604935
https://mailchi.mp/hsta/member-matters-1605030
https://idahoea.org/news/podcast/
https://www.instagram.com/hstavoice/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ufprbnuig4ldfjmlvxqky/Idaho-Education-Association.pdf?rlkey=k7fpv645px4652h54wcj2laie&st=c3nch4u6&dl=0

Awards of Excellence:
Together MEA
Maine Education Association

Maui Lawver, Volunteer Photographer Wins HSTA’s 2024 Friend of Youth Award
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

Awards of Distinction:
Meet HSTA’s 2024 STACY Award Recipient Hope McKeen
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

ND Voucher Campaign Ad
North Dakota United

INTERDISCIPLINARY EXCELLENCE

Award of Excellence:
Hanohano Hawai‘i
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

INTERNAL VIDEO - LONG FORM

Award of Excellence:
Phyllis Clough: The Pillar of Old Harbor School
NEA-Alaska

Award of Distinction:
Memories, Wisdom and Advice From HSTA’s Early Leaders
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

INTERNAL VIDEO - SHORT FORM

Award of Excellence:
Vote for Friends of Education This General Election
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

Award of Distinction:
HSTA’s Recommendation Process Explained
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

PHOTOGRAPHY-PORTRAIT

Award of Excellence:
Odetta, First HSTA President
Hawai’i State Teachers Association



https://maineea.org/togethermea/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=L6n0jmpUB7YbndAo&v=IcmGfmfm8fc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ7e449_kME
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3lmvp3e1ar94almsg902s/ND-United-CPMNDUNITED002H-23.976-Burning-In-Bismarck-Deliverable-Hard-Subs.mp4?rlkey=iaw5xwgsvmdjp7jvrm866sp4n&st=22hhvsy2&dl=0
https://www.hsta.org/hanohanohawaii
https://neaalaska.org/advocating-change/new-from-nea-alaska/phyllis-clough-pillar-old-harbor-school-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nYxqG5xhi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BkM5mXVuxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2ShPWuCbog
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/npdbw40b3yva1ri5j8x9t/Odetta-HSTA.jpg?rlkey=2223ywj39guuscqbq844zny84&st=xx2pxf9p&dl=0

Award of Distinction:
Hope Pualani McKeen, 2024 STACY award for Teaching Excellence Recipient
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

PUBLICATIONS-MAGAZINE

Award of Excellence:
Maine Educator — Summer
Maine Educator — Fall

Maine Educator — Winter
Maine Education Association

PUBLICATIONS-MEMBER MATERIALS

Award of Excellence:
Welcome to the Hawai’i State Teachers Association!
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

PUBLICATIONS-NEWSLETTER/NEWSPAPER

Award of Excellence:

OEA Legislative Update 1

OEA Legislative Update 2

OEA Legislative Update 3
Oklahoma Education Association

VIDEO-FEATURE STORY

Award of Excellence:
Meet HSTA’s 2024 STACY Award Recipient Hope McKeen
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

Award of Distinction:
Maui Lawver, Volunteer Photographer Wins HSTA’s 2024 Friend of Youth Award
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

VIDEO-NEWS STORY

Award of Distinction:
HSTA Unveils New Double-Hulled Canoe Logo
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

WRITING-FEATURE STORY

Award of Excellence:
Can an Administrator be a Member? This Moscow Principal Thinks So
Idaho Education Association



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ojzf2zm1iaj5banqbp9v6/Hope-Pulani.jpg?rlkey=t89y91d34p47x8lkj17f3qe0z&st=ruii2mre&dl=0
https://issuu.com/maineea/docs/summer_24
https://issuu.com/maineea/docs/fall_24_online
https://issuu.com/maineea/docs/winter_2025
https://edmn-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sarah_cooke_edmn_org/Documents/SEAComm/2024%20SEAComm%20Award%20Winners.docx
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Fast-Paced-Movement-in-the-Legislature-for-Committee-Deadline.html?soid=1127251950954&aid=BPdSxsaL-30
https://edmn-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sarah_cooke_edmn_org/Documents/SEAComm/2024%20SEAComm%20Award%20Winners.docx
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Battle-of-State-Leaders--Who-is-actually-looking-out-for-Public-Ed--.html?soid=1127251950954&aid=pEU6XmiWEyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ7e449_kME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcmGfmfm8fc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-NfNxYvksU
https://idahoea.org/news/can-an-administrator-be-a-member-this-moscow-principal-thinks-so/

WRITING-INVESTIGATIVE/ANALYTICAL REPORTING

Award of Excellence:
We Must Defeat Voucher Amendment 2
Kentucky Education Association

GROUP TWO

MEDIUM STATE AFFILIATES

DIGITAL ORGANIZING CAMPAIGN

Awards of Excellence:

Protect What Matters landing page
Protect What Matters email

Protect What Matters pledge

Protect What Matters short code opt-in
Hustle broadcast

Colorado Education Association

ISEA Recertification Surround Sound
lowa State Education Association

GOVERNMENT & POLITICAL AFFAIRS CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:

WEP/GPO Must Go landing page
CEA Advisor issue

Social media posts

Media coverage

Mailer

Connecticut Education Association

Award of Distinction:

No More Cuts landing page
Call to action

Social media toolkit

Photo gallery

Media coverage

No More Cuts graphic

No More Cuts Facebook event



https://www.kea.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/KEA-News-Volume-60-Issue-6_Fall-2024.pdf
https://coloradoea.org/protect-what-matters/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k6t1k5jzorz0n34pu5yxt/Preview-SNS-CEAHQ-Protect-What-Matters.pdf?rlkey=crludokvyjpdw97w3uxx6emli&st=1ao88ypd&dl=0
https://secure.ngpvan.com/drRmIqRKQU2_HDY06-AujA2
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/omsplouuo9tw1xxu116fu/Screenshot-2025-04-01-at-9.10.24-PM.png?rlkey=6q06pk92sdbkkbjskq67imsf8&st=mgove0nf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g3xq0p3wh9pxpcioo8xfo/Screenshot-2025-04-01-at-9.12.21-PM.png?rlkey=79yzwvgou4iryvg011mvp7ue5&st=6qrybqev&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/48ho02p2v5x1znd1qcrtx/Recertification-Join-NOW-1.pdf?rlkey=0oswoajly29ova1olgsbf87cs&st=70zgzhrk&dl=0
https://cea.org/wep-gpo/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/971a1ar7uiejvwectx3w2/CEA-February-March-2025-Advisor-issue_VOID_web.pdf?rlkey=8fza329soog95e2ghan6mmga9&st=6cs5vr55&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9jiklmt3fv0l1pi4om4th/SEAComm-WEP-GPO-Must-Go-Social-Media-Posts.pdf?rlkey=mi7tsebgnpvw9mcjetq0jl8uj&st=3qf123av&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ob9x5il01f1kf03m8hm5f/SEAComm-Examples-of-WEP_GPO-Media-Coverage.pdf?rlkey=o3nsmp00x5gj7gb62v60mxipv&st=wasii1ff&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xb5g41xwgqf2ypkxs7si7/WEP-GPO-Repealed-11x8.5-Mailer_Dec-2024.pdf?rlkey=2v5xxaocujiyl2r4ct7k2hewj&st=fc2ollgc&dl=0
https://coloradoea.org/no-more-cuts
https://secure.ngpvan.com/kpT5nZo59ESKznPkA2pQfg2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dEn9g821yF7YhO0tcvRt6B2Hx7c_r8EU_2QZclE1ybA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ft6h7kuus0f1
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoEA/posts/pfbid02YmdDrsuYr82Dr413DCCSmiP2wXKKY4KMXiPQoX5dQaArZjJWVSYoJuCbHGJkbiGTl
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b7hiltgT4l7jKZl6GZ7_ZE1hWC-uy2hhPsAHH4Cr1b4/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/x9sfc1c20z23ioplzi0vj/Together-we-stopped-the-cuts.png?rlkey=6cgx6mxkz1daogf2bvyo2w9y3&st=74hzezi4&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hz9rob8qa1p086hbfwpuh/No-Cuts-FB-Event.png?rlkey=rjrkqo80rcqejofuuu20m9doj&st=t9dzkj3a&dl=0

No More Cuts posters
No More Cuts short code opt-in
Colorado Education Association

PAID MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:
Teachers Go the Extra Mile for Their Students Every Day
Connecticut Education Association

STEVE LEMKEN NEA-STATE AFFILIATE COLLABORATION

Award of Excellence:
Train the Trainers
lowa State Education Association

DESIGN-EDITORIAL LAYOUT & TYPOGRAPHY

Award of Excellence:
CEA Advisor: CEA Makes History
Connecticut Education Association

DESIGN-GRAPHIC ELEMENTS

Awards of Excellence:
Teacher Dav 2024
Missouri NEA

Rowdy in Richmond
Virginia Education Association

DIGITAL-ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

Award of Excellence:

CEA Today 1

CEA Today 2
Colorado Education Association

DIGITAL-PODCAST

Award of Excellence:

MNEA Connects — Episode 209
MNEA Connects — Episode 218
MNEA Connects — Episode 303
Missouri NEA



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2qe5d79bg4skl4wjp80ek/DOA-posters.pdf?rlkey=gwleiiziw24uqfe20snod6mo7&st=vaujghhd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kenhlrt9bnbf8oulzxhzt/Screenshot-2025-04-01-at-8.51.30-PM.png?rlkey=34y48zq1dnt7exjj05fbsfzo5&st=wg1zf3ju&dl=0
https://cea.org/go-the-extra-mile/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fne7n7yd3ntk7pubsxyfb/2025-Steve-Lemken-Award-SEAComm.docx?rlkey=hn6ynw1k288cqrbxu5qaqqmql&st=fple5ivs&dl=0
https://cea.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CEA-February-March-2025-Advisor-issue_VOID_web.pdf
https://www.mnea.org/sites/default/files/publications/SpecialEvents_Posters/teacher-appreciation-week-2024_web.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/238vcbsm2siqb6066fxoo/4_2024_VJEpgs14-15.pdf?rlkey=qp4xtiia0veorcc1xnh5bb02s&st=p2m303cu&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/inmle7kut16n9ddnmge6z/Preview-SNS-CEAHQ-CEAtoday-September-2024-2025-04-02-14-39-29-1.pdf?rlkey=rsusf9144kyo8e7a0kl9sa4zu&st=49r75x0y&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w5s3s79pjy437igj39dfb/Preview-SNS-CEAHQ-CEAtoday-October-2024-2025-04-02-14-40-01-1.pdf?rlkey=mmkiyhkjjq2y5x2mfmwtaa0fh&st=uol2jh5c&dl=0
https://mneaconnects.podbean.com/e/member-led-episode-nea-leadership-summit-debrief-episode-209/
https://mneaconnects.podbean.com/e/part-4-now-what-debriefing-the-2024-mo-election-with-otto-fajen-episode-218/
https://mneaconnects.podbean.com/e/prosocial-education-pt-i-with-dr-christi-bergin-dr-jen-foster-and-katie-greer-episode-303/

DIGITAL-SOCIAL MEDIA USE & STRATEGY

Award of Excellence:
State and Local Collaboration
Colorado Education Association

DIGITAL-WEBSITE

Award of Excellence:

nsea.org
Nebraska State Education Association

Award of Distinction:

mnea.org
Missouri NEA

EXTERNAL VIDEO

Award of Distinction:
My Passion. My Community. My TEA.
Tennessee Education Association

PUBLICATIONS-NEWSLETTER/NEWSPAPER

Award of Excellence:

TEACH 1

TEACH 2

TEACH 3

Tennessee Education Association

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

Award of Excellence:
State of Education Report
Colorado Education Association

PHOTOGRAPHY-PORTRAIT

Award of Excellence:
Kevin Vick Headshot
Colorado Education Association

Award of Distinction:
Bevond the Panic Button
Nebraska State Education Association



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dEn9g821yF7YhO0tcvRt6B2Hx7c_r8EU_2QZclE1ybA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ft6h7kuus0f1
https://www.nsea.org/
https://www.mnea.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMQzS_7_CTE
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pyeyad6n3k9ssir69mivl/TEA-TEACH-July-2024.pdf?rlkey=ozli7ywnw6naxnszxhc4tj2ut&st=e6ffbm0m&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qus5csiev2cgthl5k49as/TEA-TEACH-October-2024.pdf?rlkey=xc4rl9tjisnf6wnvhxx5cmdcl&st=rq9t07gs&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9unhe3p83xg3itpl2cdbv/TEA-TEACH-January-2025.pdf?rlkey=vuot2v5y2rri7u61r69hx3be8&st=dfc9n5l7&dl=0
https://issuu.com/coloradoea/docs/cea_-_2024-25_state_of_education_-_r6_-_links
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/cr9nswdvz4ojlc2r67tyh/Kevin-Vick.jpg?rlkey=r5kfxyakxfuzbz1m6tzdhoc9v&st=msae56pq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u9t1ug6nxugawaw3ksqdp/KC-Beyond-the-Panic-Button-Nov24.pdf?rlkey=jvjptxlh87l4zfe6be9rnhoun&st=5j6coby8&dl=0

WRITING-FEATURE STORY

Award of Excellence:
Representation Matters - Hispanic Women Leading the Charge
Colorado Education Association

Awards of Distinction:
The Power of a Nondescript Coffee Cup: Gerry Brooks’ Most Important Lesson
Nebraska State Education Association

Episode II: Second Successful Petition Drive
Nebraska State Education Association

WRITING-NEWS STORY

Award of Excellence:
Personal Stories Highlight the Need for Updated Paid Family Leave
Nebraska State Education Association

Award of Distinction:
A Push for Paid FMLA
Nebraska State Education Association

GROUP THREE

LARGE STATE AFFILIATES

DIGITAL ORGANIZING CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:
Rally to Fund Our Future
Rally email

Rally rescheduled email
Rally registration
Facebook event

Hustle texts

Rally call to action
Social media ads
Education Minnesota

EARNED MEDIA CAMPAIGN


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5v2l4kp8nzm72er455cnc/Represetation-Matters-Hispanic-Women-Leading-the-Charge.pdf?rlkey=7x9yhik6ij1kh86p4u7tok2w7&st=hp3nii9j&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/eurm6mdihobwy92bnzu7k/KF-The-Power-of-a-Nondescript-Coffee-Cup-DEC-24.pdf?rlkey=nttkb90m6xjx0w1dfmv3ksz01&st=zys5d1dv&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lizm8aa0iri0oyvst398f/KC-EPISODE-II-SECOND-SUCCESSFUL-PETITION-DRIVE-Aug-24.pdf?rlkey=d9rhpxbjk1dk91amtwdlz5jhe&st=cw541jng&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w4jcxx1bnh6wub9u9qvtf/KC-A-PUSH-FOR-PAID-FMLA-DEC-24.pdf?rlkey=1bppz6lyhknog0xndjrzpnwvz&st=q0t0rsnc&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w4jcxx1bnh6wub9u9qvtf/KC-A-PUSH-FOR-PAID-FMLA-DEC-24.pdf?rlkey=1bppz6lyhknog0xndjrzpnwvz&st=n6d7efvw&dl=0
https://view.email.nea.org/?qs=34572ae3cdea9a34537d0c8cd86ac981f3ba20483dd85e8e042e777c82badd16bd46fd566c5f59b4b411fe02351cf65f0d60b0fb1ebca2e75a8cae229c93267d30e989918b136315341122f6ede4bc14
https://view.email.nea.org/?qs=7daafb2d814c0d9122b2173eaddab085b6edd949f1c1f89deb1b159844cbd33b2cd39b4e7675c86243ff3e6d7fe0b50bcda0331b280ae6ee0f51994f905a047348f94bcfd3059e92afa7a87cd629b2ad
https://educationminnesota.org/news/events/fund-our-future-25/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1008288134662902
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/agv9s5ux2slb20lld6efl/Rally-to-Fund-Our-Future-Hustles.PNG?rlkey=be89j3fae4s35289qwz1malt8&st=xmnldgpl&dl=0
https://secure.ngpvan.com/N5xjJvZkxEGFNRuGjHuLbQ2
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yhdysy7d3d8y6f5josknv/Rally-to-Fund-Our-Future-FB-and-IG-ad.PNG?rlkey=t4n8zqaq03lvfbban1ox1d3px&st=nrvkprtd&dl=0

Award of Excellence:

Red for Ed News Conference
Media coverage

1llinois Education Association

Award of Distinction:
Educators Rising
Pennsylvania State Education Association

GOVERNMENT/POLITICAL AFFAIRS CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:
Winning Question 2: High Standards, Not High Stakes
Massachusetts Teachers Association

PAID MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Awards of Distinction:

Minnesota Takes Care of Its Public Schools
Campaign website

Video 1

Video 2

Video 3

Video 4

Education Minnesota

Public Education Matters
Overview and talking points

Radio spot 1

Radio spot 2
Social media ad 1

Social media ad 2

TV spot 1
TV spot 2
TV spot 3

TV spot 4
Ohio Education Association

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN

Award of Excellence:
2024 NJEA Convention
New Jersey Education Association

Awards of Distinction:


https://vimeo.com/1018013283/7aa7b4457c
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0bk22d2vbfhc03vnlied7/CLIPS_-Red-for-Ed-news-conference-2024.docx?rlkey=dvz5uzul4ejiu28dep55uw8qq&st=16n793kt&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/iaq78ui4m96l5541i763n/Educators-Rising.docx?rlkey=mfvgtovy0krgvhbk7lqnyqksz&st=p9cn5mah&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/06wsgdkxnpp0hulsdhhak/MTA-Today-government-political-affairs-campaign.pdf?rlkey=kkdkpaotndy2eyz46tni9uh7s&st=38csbbkz&dl=0
https://www.believeinwemn.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-G1zLFFw9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMoHHKcO9XU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBki6rOngV8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4FcD-Sjo18
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/i2z17vyep4jw28nsdphan/Public-Education-Matters-Notes-and-Triangle.pdf?rlkey=5bjg15avv20utuoh0rlehh2sd&st=4x0cm4t1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lnzeilme0ob36uxzcchgy/Ohio-Public-Radio-spot.wav?rlkey=518v6mxktatzk4rzpbjv6okhh&st=7r8non62&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lnzeilme0ob36uxzcchgy/Ohio-Public-Radio-spot.wav?rlkey=518v6mxktatzk4rzpbjv6okhh&st=dt4zyx49&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1h0teed69sa9h8b8w7hyi/Social-3-PEM-Screenshot-2024-04-29-at-4.18.19-PM.png?rlkey=hw7dha76jgs27hv39blre2han&st=re4825pd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/e8ef1k10251jv5g6cn8k9/Social-proof-2-fall-refresh.png?rlkey=30nyuhtw1yqd4txko5xlf4fik&st=5kir5rbe&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/96orsez6h221buyji6mw2/PEM-NBC4-spot-15.mp4?rlkey=g0f356z6hp14x9m2ngtev50cr&st=9pt2xv01&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hirtx4y2vimk57kslvvfm/PEM-NBC4-spot-30.mp4?rlkey=4i8hp7a3lhk555dnf6x4m5qob&st=ytloiu8a&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wti7p3u0l5ft2ocgsd0gc/OEA-240324-EDUMATTERS-30-V3.mp4?rlkey=zurp76l0sq9sb0grfqk562zee&st=id7etaln&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rvzp00gkl00xe75m7yf2z/2025-PEM_30-spot-from-Local-12-high-res-1.mp4?rlkey=5humjiuvsr9pptsr3qgbkbx3z&st=b0pybtpl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pfxjua3en74an5nu6xbsr/2024-NJEA-Convention.pdf?rlkey=13fdtk28hw7nsrwui57ytnqi5&st=xctt2vnd&dl=0

#EdMNVotes

Campaign website

Social media graphics

Online Truth Advocates content
Early voting & polling finder texts
EdMNVotes e-newsletter
Education Minnesota

Extreme Heat in Schools
New York State United Teachers

STEVE LEMKEN NEA-STATE AFFILIATE COLLABORATION

Award of Excellence:
Protect Our Public Schools
Ohio Education Association

COMMEMORATION/TRIBUTE

Award of Excellence:
25" Anniversary Holocaust Education Trip
New Jersey Education Association

Award of Distinction:
Delta Professor Seeks Change Through History
Michigan Education Association

DESIGN-EDITORIAL LAYOUT & TYPOGRAPHY

Award of Excellence:

MTA Today
Massachusetts Teachers Association

Award of Distinction:
Raising Education Support Professionals’ Pay
Pennsylvania State Education Association

DESIGN-GRAPHIC ELEMENTS

Awards of Excellence:
DOE Graphics
Education Minnesota

Voting Cover for Election Issue of Voice
Pennsylvania State Education Association

Award of Distinction:
Series of Fliers, Social Graphics & Postcards
New Jersey Education Association



https://www.edmnvotes.org/
https://www.edmnvotes.org/resources/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bvosvj2xfqo4wvgdwdrqm/Online-Truth-Advocates-content.docx?rlkey=2e8wj3rnbcd3eaahhdiprcn3g&st=hg903d7o&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bvosvj2xfqo4wvgdwdrqm/Online-Truth-Advocates-content.docx?rlkey=2e8wj3rnbcd3eaahhdiprcn3g&st=hg903d7o&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sg1zi379ix1rqx8miwave/Mass-texts.jpg?rlkey=x4kd2qlmxd299vxd6jgjuqa2p&st=zifosgj4&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gbicqiyrtv5ahtnvhb5gq/EdMNVotes-e-newsletter.pdf?rlkey=feuurxrj6yko2t5j49l80wx68&st=mx94w26k&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h3okmowlr0vc7u594sx6w/SEAComms-Division-1-Category-Social-Media-Campaign.doc?rlkey=6biwxqf4e39yjrbr0xckjjw3z&st=87g5dx6x&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mok56k3rlc06sgac6z66l/Ohio-EA-Steve-Lemken-Award.pdf?rlkey=sxeu69gyfpyv4cuy8qm3jdrji&st=cw65i06j&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lob7fa971c6ry7cr5dswg/Holocaust-education-trip-challenges-and-inspires.pdf?rlkey=dyal8m63baidhb2g9ia1nvnkk&st=926csbrh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6iwx8uw6kftsgng23fwno/Ortega_Brenda_Commeration-Tribute.pdf?rlkey=pledq3cy01cp75ulsg4quvt45&st=4oxl9xew&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pk12ibwj35bbznoiu2q7u/MTA-Today-Winter-2025.pdf?rlkey=qjc48vth3aqca51w3pugk9hgj&st=lcc2ur5o&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7aswsy3cf863k6uh09uon/Raising-Education-Support-Professionals-Pay_PSEAVoice0224.pdf?rlkey=0komq9yiy4dv3ll1thq1gy6wv&st=qas5syqa&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ad1d0fey8wjsbb53xg8ly/2025-SEAComm-graphic-elements-1.pdf?rlkey=ig2wdv9mk2683od2v79lje2rl&st=3fbfa5p9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/iq0v80almjtk4efpcy8xr/Cover-Graphic_voting-issue.pdf?rlkey=du05wf0emfiu7w4hfv9zmolk4&st=dcybpyiq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k9j5cblih4gg5pbu68kln/GP-Design-graphic-elements-subs.pdf?rlkey=plqwaai65i3uv9itkm89ll9us&st=g2nr9qyn&dl=0

DESIGN-VISUAL STORYTELLING

Award of Excellence:
Patriot Day 2024
New Jersey Education Association

DIGITAL-ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

Award of Excellence:
NJEA Advocates Update 1
NJEA Advocates Update 2

New Jersey Education Association

DIGITAL-PODCAST

Award of Excellence:
Public Education Matters - Season 5

Episode 1
Episode 13

Episode 17
Ohio Education Association

DIGITAL-SOCIAL MEDIA USE & STRATEGY

Awards of Excellence:
EdMN on TikTok
Education Minnesota

NYSUT on Instagram
New York State United Teachers

Awards of Distinction:
Celebrating Black History Month
New Jersey Education Association

WEA Facebook & Instagram
Washington Education Association

DIGITAL-WEBSITE

Award of Excellence:

njea.org
New Jersey Education Association

Award of Distinction:
educationminnesota.org
Education Minnesota



https://edmn-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sarah_cooke_edmn_org/Documents/SEAComm/2024%20SEAComm%20Award%20Winners.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0d7gc2ydu71xun1eqt98a/2025SEACommAwards_Enews.pdf?rlkey=sh610p92ddbm4j4oamipbq742&st=64rm262n&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/tqodm5rttvh6ob74qchcx/2025SEACommAwards_Enews2.pdf?rlkey=5cdamog80k8r0hetn8pwkd6vv&st=lksx5fgn&dl=0
https://publiceducationmatters.transistor.fm/s5/1
https://publiceducationmatters.transistor.fm/s5/13
https://publiceducationmatters.transistor.fm/s5/17
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y3pah2f9622wg71w2ze13/2025-Education-Minnesota-social-media-use-strategy.pdf?rlkey=5vw16mylyenvwlkkuhfi3w4xg&st=xbl23grm&dl=0
https://www.instagram.com/nysut/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7w14k849b3m7n6yy4tfyg/Celebrating-Black-History-Month.pdf?rlkey=ls755ccc8w90v0qred1sbt35i&st=vnumg3w1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/m5w4fwijihyu8eg9oobew/WEA-Facebook-Instagram-Highlights-2024.pdf?rlkey=3ji9si301vl38x8pj718po4ig&st=be1wsk7b&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k2ueo8s6v1fawcn097oig/2025SEACommAwards_website.pdf?rlkey=ejn7re56urbcrkwf53eomufuk&st=qb6ihu3c&dl=0
https://educationminnesota.org/

EXTERNAL VIDEO

Award of Excellence:
IEA Oak Park Migrant Story
1llinois Education Association

Awards of Distinction:
NJEA Pride Ad: Good News
New Jersey Education Association

RA 2024: We Are NYSUT!
New York State United Teachers

Public Education Matters TV Spot
Ohio Education Association

Black History Month
Ohio Education Association

INTERDISCIPLINARY EXCELLENCE

Award of Excellence:
Dana Fournier
New York State United Teachers

INTERNAL VIDEO-LONG FORM

Award of Excellence:
Meet Megan Johnson, Washington’s 2024 ESA of the Year
Washington Education Association

Awards of Distinction:
Art Education Month Campaign Video
Alabama Education Association

NYSUT Mourns Farmingdale Educators
New York State United Teachers

INTERNAL VIDEO-SHORT FORM

Award of Excellence:
NJEA TikTok: Meet Ms. Hu
New Jersey Education Association

Award of Distinction:
Surprising Our 2025 Celebration of Women Honoree



https://vimeo.com/1065335882/62b73fca41?share=copy
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kgrl78tfhd03mnp2n3xck/NJEA-Pride.pdf?rlkey=1ued9vdsrt6cp182lxunoshy6&st=h91iwd1s&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24AHX_w9rc0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wti7p3u0l5ft2ocgsd0gc/OEA-240324-EDUMATTERS-30-V3.mp4?rlkey=zurp76l0sq9sb0grfqk562zee&st=x9vp03lp&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmRTj20SqyI
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/d3v2mmk80zhrqmwlfpgvh/SEAComms-Division2-Category-Interdiscimplinary-Excellence.pdf?rlkey=5xk24p01emp2eblza02afamdm&st=pz7fjc5n&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFLTQ-9s6xQ
https://vimeo.com/1065619791
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx3jIXYrvt8
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1c5vmrvqvaopp9x5zht3y/Meet-Ms-Hu.pdf?rlkey=v84ymtrjmhbxxpbosqtop4plt&st=h7ai8ht8&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2yyrvwdinbnzmbthc2xmt/Surprising-our-2025-Celebration-of-Women-Honoree.pdf?rlkey=skuvyx7oz09h405loyd0zo063&st=hnxtlmbg&dl=0

New Jersey Education Association

PUBLICATIONS-MAGAZINE

Award of Excellence:
California Educator 1

California Educator 2

California Educator 3

California Teachers Association

PUBLICATIONS-NEWSLETTER/NEWSPAPER

Award of Excellence:

We2.01

We2.02

We2.03

Washington Education Association

Awards of Distinction:

NJREA Newsletter 1

NJREA Newsletter 2

NJREA Newsletter 3

New Jersey Education Association

Keeping Connected 1
Keeping Connected 2
Keeping Connected 3
Pennsylvania State Education Association

PHOTOGRAPHY-PHOTOJOURNALISM

Awards of Excellence:
Rally to Fund Our Future
Education Minnesota

Sean Campaign Kickoff at Convention
New Jersey Education Association

Awards of Distinction:
AFA Press Conference
Alabama Education Association

2024 NEA RA News: The Philabuster
New Jersey Education Association

PHOTOGRAPHY-PORTRAIT


http://educator.cta.org/i/1533049-march-2025/0?
http://educator.cta.org/i/1525262-august-september-2024/0?
http://educator.cta.org/i/1518807-april-may-2024/0?
https://www.washingtonea.org/file_viewer.php?id=62113
https://www.washingtonea.org/file_viewer.php?id=62581
https://www.washingtonea.org/file_viewer.php?id=63667
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hfgvcufv2sr87r25cpdly/NJREA-Newsletter-Sept-2024.pdf?rlkey=rsrdz37i9iaj3k9afwwc0399c&st=tzwyve9x&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zjcfqmfichyqqhss9811o/NJREA-Newsletter-June-2024.pdf?rlkey=dtme4n8j65yg3utili4wrwcxt&st=rg6pjpyr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/i62ry1ild20wneupu2na7/NJREA-Newsletter-March-2025.pdf?rlkey=k2jbov6gxzrmw5a34i2n5syy5&st=mq5kchrd&dl=0
https://www.psea.org/issues-action/key-issues/key-issue-school-safety/covid-19/keeping-connected-newsletter/week-of-9.30.2024/
https://www.psea.org/issues-action/key-issues/key-issue-school-safety/covid-19/keeping-connected-newsletter/week-of-10.14.2024/
https://www.psea.org/issues-action/key-issues/key-issue-school-safety/covid-19/keeping-connected-newsletter/week-of-2.10.2025/
https://flickr.com/photos/educationminnesota/albums/72177720324725047/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/58isio7im1jkmuv6ag42n/AK2hDg3eIcQ-3vu09cvYf-8?rlkey=a84dryzxkbsk68f0cg306gsag&e=1&dl=0
https://alabamaeducationassociation-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emeline_jones_alaedu_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Femeline%5Fjones%5Falaedu%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FSEAComm%20Award%20Submissions%202025%2FPhotography%20%2D%20News&ga=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3gqkjztzj4n2mvhhmfm4u/2024-NEA-RA-News-The-PhilaBuster.pdf?rlkey=8orm8ph0jrmns7skspr7ot9f8&st=51ge0oww&dl=0

Award of Excellence:
Meet NJEA ESP of the Year Mark Richards
New Jersey Education Association

Andy Kim Cover Shoot
New Jersey Education Association

SPECIAL EVENTS

Award of Excellence:
Summer Celebration of Diverse Readers - East Cleveland
Ohio Education Association

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

Award of Excellence:
PSEA Executive Director’s Annual Report
Pennsylvania State Education Association

Award of Distinction:
California Educator #UnionStrong
California Teachers Association

VIDEO-FEATURE STORY

Awards of Distinction:
Martha Strever, Red Hook EA
New York State United Teachers

Making Connections, Making Change: the ESP Action Coordinating Team
Washington Education Association

VIDEO-NEWS STORY

Award of Distinction:
Striking Paraeducators Rally at Port Angeles School District Office
Washington Education Association

WRITING-FEATURE STORY

Award of Excellence:
Mr. Smith’s Dream Center
Michigan Education Association

Awards of Distinction:
Organizing for Safe Schools
California Teachers Association



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ylu4vesmsb84t05pcjc3m/Stepping-up-and-standing-out-Meet-NJEA-ESP-of-the-Year-Mark-Richards.pdf?rlkey=u6tfm7lrlvl4ngi9lq6yjzajc&st=g9wpujhb&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q5c0h4w99rkdgxltrzqv4/Andy-Kim.png?rlkey=z4h9gz3pcx0novjhvuso9tip3&st=8yssk2bi&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w12scpwtiqo37df4v1ark/Ohio-EA-special-event.pdf?rlkey=5lpclai3kxx96pc8ofjm1bojv&st=gml6e340&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4cm8x3zlz4j9yy50lth82/PSEA-2024-Executive-Director-s-Annual-Report.pdf?rlkey=7ffur2kpscm0yh2qoszhegbzp&st=6kop0mzi&dl=0
http://educator.cta.org/i/1522302-june-july-2024/0?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYLnSoWgEtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn8w8JFfwXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M-x7bLXbeA
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mwtrxmpws0o72x4ok9fy2/Ortega_Brenda_Feature.pdf?rlkey=v6h537ua6bxriaidbkilzrxkv&st=s602rzo2&dl=0
https://www.cta.org/educator/posts/organizing-for-safe-schools

Special Project Unites Mercer County Special Services and Hopewell Students
New Jersey Education Association

Setting Students Up for Success
Ohio Education Association

WRITING-NEWS STORY

Award of Excellence:
Paid Parental & Family Leave
Massachusetts Teachers Association

Award of Distinction:
In win, Flint Teachers ‘Breathe Easier’
Michigan Education Association

WRITING-OPINION/EDITORIAL WRITING

Awards of Excellence:
We Do Have Book Bans Here, Actually. What Are You Going to Do About It?
Education Minnesota

What Unites Us
New Jersey Education Association

BEST IN SHOW

JOSEPH BLAND BEST IN SHOW-CAMPAIGNS

Connecticut Education Association

BEST IN SHOW-DIGITAL

Colorado Education Association

BEST IN SHOW-VIDEO

Hawaii State Teachers Association

BEST IN SHOW-VISUAL

New Jersey Education Association


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mpi6bpvz887kxr74idoy0/Special-project-unites-Mercer-County-Special-Services-and-Hopewell-students.pdf?rlkey=3fn2g01xqfjh01xbw53dmd5ob&st=z9ch8403&dl=0
http://digital.watkinsprinting.com/publication/?m=71304&l=1&p=&pn=
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gwqgnejo94vvg1dt9pbza/MTA-Today-Winter-2025-Parental-Leave.pdf?rlkey=wwte00sfq01to63lpjwg6pg1z&st=acu1x0qm&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2k9sjnlacly53zz9vcnmq/Ortega_Brenda_News.pdf?rlkey=z0ug1sg270zpgtzdununy56ql&st=igp16c43&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o1j15lyq0q50hpnks5ibi/MN-Book-Ban-Commentary.pdf?rlkey=bgyvjd3dm609yqa9ilo3asenx&st=52mfilci&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1mwqzbn0ltc29qzdvlcmo/Dec_REVIEW_2024_WEB.pdf?rlkey=gfoype7x5k5cqou0ndvajinkt&st=yl92ym1x&dl=0

COMMUNICATORS OF THE YEAR

KAREN REED AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN

Jennifer Marsh
New Jersey Education Association

GEORGE BADNER AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDITING

Patrick Rumaker
New Jersey Education Association

BILL GUY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC RELATIONS

Keoki Kerr
Hawai’i State Teachers Association

SEACOMM HALL OF FAME

KAREN REED AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN WINNERS

2024 — Not awarded

2023 — Not awarded

2022 — Eric Widi, Minnesota
2019 — Shawn Berry, Maine

2018 — Not awarded

2017 — Mark Sharer, New York
2016 — Not awarded

2015 — Meg Krugel, Oregon
2014 — Dana Fournier, New York
2013 — Sue Clark, Wyoming
2012 — Not awarded

2011 — Penny Skubal, Arizona
2010 — Gail Botz, Ohio

2009 — Laura DeVries, Wisconsin
2008 — Lisa Sale, Virginia

2007 — Kristi Capek, Nebraska
2006 — David Arva, Pennsylvania


https://youtu.be/S1tlznmRRwE
https://youtu.be/nOvVdp5cqrM
https://youtu.be/jnuO1Ysc5Xk

2005 — Joseph Lover, Minnesota
2004 — Karen Reed, Washington
2003 — Jonathan Goldman, Georgia
2002 — Jim Maccaroni, New Jersey

GEORGE BADNER AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDITING WINNERS

2024 — Clarisse Butler Banks, New York
2023 — Brenda Ortega, Michigan

2022 — Not awarded

2019 — Kelly Hagen, North Dakota

2018 — Giovanna Bechard, Maine

2017 — Mary Fran Gleason, New York
2016 — Not awarded

2015 — Julie Newhall, Ohio

2014 — Lisa Galley, New Jersey

2013 — Pam Nichols, Deleware

2012 — Angie McCormick, Georgia

2011 — William “Bill” Johnson, Virginia
2010 — Sanna Porte, Montana

2009 — Al Koontz, Nebraska

2008 — Lana Oppenheim Schlapkohl, lowa
2007 — Cynthia Menzel, Kansas

2006 — Linda Harsche, North Dakota

2005 — Debra Angstead, Missouri

2004 — Bill Guy, Tennessee

2003 — Keith Harvie, Maine

2002 — Ron Sniffin, Wyoming

2001 — Jeanne Beyer, Colorado

2000 — Jackie Vaughn, North Carolina
1999 — Karen Comiskey Jenkins, Rhode Island
1998 — Gayle Moore, Idaho

1997 — Andrew Linebaugh, Massachusetts
1996 — Michael “Mike” Lydick, Connecticut
1995 — Jeanne Johnson, Washington

1994 — Gene Bryant, Tennessee

1993 — Debbie Turner Mohondro, Texas

BILL GUY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC RELATIONS WINNERS

2024 — Nancy Andrews, Connecticut
2023 — Sandra Waltman, South Dakota
2022 — Darren Allen, Vermont

2019 — Christina Brey, Wisconsin



2018 — Doug Pratt, Michigan

2017 — Dawn Hiltner, New Jersey
2016 — Rich Wood, Washington

2015 — Wanda Swanson, New Jersey
2014 — Sanna Porte, Montana

2013 — Kym Randolph, West Virginia
2012 — Steve Wollmer, New Jersey
2011 — Karen Comiskey Jenkins, Rhode Island
2010 — David Stout, Alabama

2009 — Cynthia Menzel, Kansas

2008 — Karen Kilgarin, Nebraska
2007 — Jan Chambers, Oregon

2006 — Mark Mickelson, Utah

2005 — Lana Oppenheim Schlapkohl, Iowa
2004 — Jeanne Beyer, Colorado

2003 — Gayle Moore, Idaho

2002 — Karen Joseph, New Jersey
2001 — Pam Nichols, Delaware

2000 — Sandra Jackson, California
1999 — Annette Cootes, Texas

1998 — Kathy Wheeler, Tennessee
1997 — Ann Kurzius, NEA

1996 — Ed Gallagher, New Jersey
1995 — Jackie Goodwin, West Virginia
1994 — Deborah Fallin, Colorado

1993 — Kay Coles, Kansas

1992 — Mary Ann Blankenship, Kentucky
1991 — Tommye Hutto, California
1990 — Kathleen Lyons, Maryland
1989 — Charlie Kelly, Connecticut
1988 — Margo Fraser, Ohio

1987 — Keith Ericson, Tennessee

1986 — Dick Palmer, North Dakota
1985 — Barc Bayley, Nebraska

1984 — Laurie Huse, Vermont

1983 — Al Benjamin, Massachusetts
1982 — Bill Martin, Ohio

1981 — Joe Bland, Virginia

1980 — Bob Dexter, Maryland

1979 — Marv Reed, New Jersey

1978 — Fred Leuschner, Pennsylvania

Bill Guy

An Oklahoma native dedicated to both education and journalism, William “Bill” Guy was a
longtime communications staffer with the Oklahoma Education Association, Massachusetts



Teacher Association, Tennessee Education Association and California Teachers Association.
With a passion for special education, English, and journalism, Bill was an inspiring teacher for
countless students and colleagues over the years. In his various roles in state aftiliate
communications, including as an officer of the State Education Editors, Bill had a unique ability
to tell stories that inspired both educators and the public to take action for public education.
Throughout his life, he was devoted to serving others and the cause of public

education. Bill passed away in his home state of Oklahoma in 2023.

Karen Reed

For Karen Reed it was a battle from the beginning. As a graphic designer with the Washington
Education Association, she had to work hard to convince WEA management that there was a
place for her at State Education Editors. Karen wanted to see graphic designers, and other artists
working in state affiliates, to get involved in professional growth.

Once at SEE, Karen fought to raise the profile of graphic designers in the organization and in
state affiliate work. She immediately started volunteering at SEE, and she agitated for change.
She ran for office and was elected member-at-large. Rising in the ranks, she became the first
graphic designer to be president of SEE.

When Karen retired in 2004, she was honored as SEE’s Graphic Designer of the Year. The
award was later renamed the Karen Reed Award for Excellence in Design.

George Badner

George Badner, an editor with the Pennsylvania State Education Association, was president of
SEE in 1979 when its conference was held in Detroit. He died unexpectedly in March 1993 as
SEE was moving forward with its new annual award for an outstanding state association editor.
The award came to be named the George Badner Award for Excellence in Editing. That year,
SEE member Debbie Mohondro of the Texas State Teachers Association was its first recipient.

Lisa Galley

Lisa Galley’s career in public education began in 1985 as a high school history teacher in Mount
Olive, New Jersey. Her successes in her local association drew statewide attention. In January
2001, the New Jersey Education Association hired Lisa out of the classroom to become editor of
the NJEA Review.

Before long, Lisa stepped into leadership positions in State Education Editors (SEE). As
president, she took members to Nashville for SEE’s 2010 conference. Shortly following the
conference, Lisa was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Beloved by her SEE friends, many came to
New York in July 2012 to hear her sing the “Star-Spangled Banner” prior to a Mets game on
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Day. Lisa edited the NJEA Review up to just a few months before she
died in April 2016. Again, many of her SEE friends traveled from across the country to bid her a
final farewell.



Joe Bland

Those who knew Joe Bland, communications director for the Virginia Education Association,
treasured his work, his advice, and his friendship. Throughout nearly four decades of
participation in SEE, PRC and association communications, Joe used his vivid creativity and
boundless energy in extraordinary ways. He advocated not only for public education and public
school employees, but also for those who spend their careers in association communications.

Joe was president of PRC in 1988 and 1989. He was president of SEE in 1975.
The death of Joe Bland in 2005 left a massive void in the SEE organization.

Joe is missed—but hardly forgotten. In recognition of his outstanding contribution, SEE kept
Joe’s spirit alive by honoring those who followed in his footsteps with the Joe Bland Spirit of
SEE Award. This award recognized SEE members whose association work and commitment to
helping colleagues best typified Joe’s many outstanding personal and professional
characteristics. PRC conferred the Joseph W. Bland Jr. Pacesetter Award, which recognized
affiliate communicator work that set a new, higher standard.

NEA Liaisons

Steve Lemken served as the NEA staff liaison to State Education Editors and the Public
Relations Council of the States from 1999 until 2009 when he transferred to the NEA Education
Support Professional Quality Department. Despite the transfer, Steve never forgot his roots in
communications, and kept in close contact with SEE and PR Council. In his new role, he
continued to attending the conferences so to assist affiliate communicators in promoting our ESP
members and to continue learning through what SEE and PRC offered. At the first business
meeting of SEAComm on June 4, 2016, a New Business Item created the Steve Lemken Award
for State Affiliate-National Collaboration.

Steve began his career in education in 1979 in California as a library aide in the Parjaro Valley
Unified School District. He earned his teaching certification and worked as a substitute teacher
in California, later becoming a printer—and president of the ESP local in the district. In 1981, he
moved on to work for the California School Employees Association, an AFL-CIO affiliate that
represents ESP. In August 1988, he moved on to become the communications director for the
NEA-New Mexico. In October 1995 he became the editor of NEA NOW, a publication targeted
to local association leaders and ARs. He attended SEE and PRC council meeting from 1989
through 2012. He was secretary-treasurer for PRC for 1994-95.

Steve was not the first NEA liaison to SEE and PRC.

Lyle Hamilton filled the liaison role from 1967 to 1987. His term coincided with the founding of
PRC and he contributed to the establishment of its identity and mission—and ensuring that it was
accorded with respect in the NEA family. Lyle served not only as a liaison from NEA, but in the
early part of his service, straddled the divide that then existed between editors and public
relations managers. On PRC’s 40" anniversary, Lyle recalled that in the early 1970s there had
been little love between SEE and PRC. “Editors were the ‘queens’ and ‘kings’ in state
associations. They quickly perceived PR types as threats,” he said.



Ann Kurzius served as liaison from 1988 to 1999. Ann’s writing and editing career began at
National Geographic. She became an editor and writer at NEA in 1970, eventually moving into
management as editor of the monthly NEA Today from 1980 to 1988. While serving as liaison to
SEE and PRC, she also managed NEA’s speech writers. In 1997, PRC honored her as the Public
Relations Person of the Year.

On the 40th anniversary of PRC, Ann remarked on the true value of organizations like ours.

“When I think back on PRC and SEE conferences, it's rarely any official sessions that come to
mind,” she admitted. From a conference she attended before her time as liaison—1981 in
Albuquerque—the only thing Ann remembered was an infamous 70-mile road trip into the
sagebrush for a group dinner. Without seat belts and with a pack of folks sitting on the floor of
Rich Nelson's van, they finally arrived, half-starved and badly in need of a bathroom, only to
discover the famous destination restaurant was closed on Mondays. From the 1993 Tucson
meeting, Ann's main memory was of colleagues happily welcoming her husband and their
English setter, Sallydog, into the hospitality suite. These recollections point to what really draws
us now to these annual conferences—the camaraderie that leads to collegiality.

The lifelong friendships formed at SEE, PRC and now SEAComm enrich the work we do and
benefit the NEA members we serve.

THANK YOU TO THIS YEAR’S JUDGES

Jeanne Breyer
Megan Boldt
Doug Folks
Miriam Garcia
Steven Grant
Dawn Hiltner
Terri Inefuku
Karen Jenkins
Karen Kilgarin
Kyle Leyenberger
Mike Lydick
Shelley Meadowcroft
Cyndi Menzel
Andy Meyer
Pamela Nichols
Amy Novak
Jason Piscia
Robert Pope
Sanna Porte

Jon Reed
Sheenae Shannon
Lindy Sowmick
Kieren Steinhoff
Wanda Swanson
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